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December 2, 2021

Active Waiting
Both of my teenage sons are now working in the food industry: 

one works in fast food and the other works at a pizza joint. On 

those rare nights when the four of us are actually together at 

the dinner table, the two compete to see who has the worst tale 

of a bad customer. They have some pretty awful stories. People 

are losing their minds waiting in the drive through lane. People 

are going ballistic when a pizza topping is left off. Everyone 

seems on edge these days and nobody wants to wait for 

anything.

Advent is a season of waiting. During it we connect with the 

characters in the Bible who waited for God to act in their time 

and place just as we wait for God to do the same in ours. 

Waiting can be difficult when the stakes are high. Waiting for 

the doctor to call with test results can be torture. Waiting for a 

child to come home when it is past curfew can be infuriating. 

Waiting for a prayer to be answered can feel like banging your 

head against a wall. 

Waiting can be painful.

Because Advent is about waiting, we ignore it, but we do so at 

our own peril. Given that our culture wants to start the 

“Christmas season” before Halloween it can be difficult to 

remain cognizant of Advent. For many, the four weeks leading 

up until Christmas are filled with doing not waiting. Calendars 

get filled with parties, dinners, school concerts and trips to see 

productions of The Nutcracker or A Christmas Carol. For 

businesspeople, the end of the year means doing end of the year 

reports and a 4th quarter push to increase sales. We will get no 

help from our culture when it comes to waiting. People who 

have learned during the pandemic to stream whatever movie 

they want on demand and are used to 2-day free shipping no 

longer know how to wait.
continued on page 4

2nd Sunday 
of Advent



❖ Jim Brown’s daughter, Lisa, who lives in Arizona 
has COVID and is in very serious condition. Please 
lift her and Jim’s family up in prayer.

❖ Prayers for the family of Harrel and Judy Green. 
Harrel's sister, Frida Diaz, died on 11/20.21. 

❖ Pray for the family and friends of Jeannete
Andrews, who passed away on Nov. 15th. Obituary 
Jeanette Andrews (meyersfuneralchapel.com)

❖ Aker Bol asks for prayers as she travels to Kenya 
and Sudan to visit family 12/4-1/20.

❖ Please continue to  pray for Grant James Garrett, 
who has Aplastic Anemia and needs a bone marrow 
transplant. Grant is the 6-year-old grandson of a 
friend of Paula Kimbrell. 

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR:
Gary Bjorn, Harrell Green, Wendy Lashbrook, 

Pat Porter, Ben & Norma Phillips, 
Mary Jo Rinke, Marian Russell, Cindy Stehl, 
Trisha Trussell, Jon Warren, Julie Waddle, 

Carolyn Waterman, and Bobbie & Don Queen
PLEASE HELP US KEEP THIS LIST UPDATED! 
Kindly report any changes/updates to the church 

office: office@phcc.org or call 816-741-1851

We have live-streaming available on 
YouTube. You can find the live stream 

by searching YouTube for Park Hill 

Christian Church KC Sunday’s service 

will also be livestreamed on our church 

Facebook Page: 

Park Hill Christian Church KCMO. 

Click on link provided to view.
You can live stream on our website:
https://park-hill-christian-
church.sermoncloud.com/live /

Choose the streaming option from menu.

Social Media Data:
Past 7 days

Twitter: 312 impressions, 6 mentions 16 profile visits

Facebook: 75 people reached, 44 engagements, 1 link clicked, 
15 reactions, 1 new followers

Instagram: 17 impressions

Website:  131 page views, 70 unique visits, 1.744 pages viewed

Online Newsletter: 8 clicks       Online Sunday Sermon: 7 clicks

In person or virtually via You Tube, 

Facebook Live, or Live Stream on 

our website: https://park-hill-christian 
church.sermoncloud.com/live
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ATTENDANCE NUMBERS 
for Sunday 11/28/21

Face Book Live:         50 views
YouTube Channel:      6 view
Livestreaming:          8 views
In person: 35 attendees

Sundays at 9am

https://meyersfuneralchapel.com/jeanette-andrews/
mailto:office@phcc.org
https://park-hill-christian-church.sermoncloud.com/live
https://www.parkhillcc.org/
https://park-hill-christian-church.sermoncloud.com/live


Elders Meeting, December 12th

at 8:30am in Path Finders Class
Athens & PHCC Christmas 
Service Project Wrap Party
and dinner, December 12th

at 5:30pm-7:30pm in Life Center

Monday, December 13th

at 6:30pm at  
Deb McPherson's house 

Executive Meeting, 
December 14th

7pm in Friendship Class

Outreach Meeting
December 16th

at 5pm in Path Finders Class

All Congregation Meeting 
December 19th

after Worship

Oromo Evangelical Christian Church 
will be using Sanctuary on Sundays from 
12 Noon to 3pm. They will also have choir 
practice on Monday evenings at 6pm in 
Faith Keepers Class

FAITH CHURCH will be NOT be using Meade 
Hall on Sundays going forward due to covid 
concerns. Will reevaluate in summer of 2022

AA meetings in person at Noon on 

Mon/Wed/Fri in Genesis Class and at 6:30pm 

on Monday & Wednesday in Friendship Class

AA Ladies Group Meeting on Fridays at 1:30pm 
in Back Parking Lot

Scouts meet at 6:30pm in Meade Hall on 
Mondays & Tuesdays

Faith Keepers and Friendship Classes 
meet on Sundays after Worship in their 
respective classrooms

DECEMBER GYM PRACTICES
5:30 - 7pm Mon & Thur (Krtek)
7-8pm on Mondays (Horst)
5:30 – 7:30 pm Tue & Wed (Horst)

Athens Church will be using Sanctuary, 
nursery, infant room, and classrooms
on Sundays from 10:45am to 12pm

Lydia 
Circle
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PLEASE RSVP

Friday, December 24th

Dec. 12 & 19



But waiting has a lot to teach us.

Minister and writer Richard Floyd draws a distinction between active and passive waiting. He describes 

passive waiting as the kind of thing one does in a doctor’s office waiting room when one listlessly scrolls on 

their phone or leafs through celebrity magazines, just killing time. Active waiting is something different:

There's a whole lot of waiting going on in the pages of the Bible, but it is a different kind of waiting. There's 

an active quality to the waiting. It is an act of faith in the God who is Lord of time and history.

In the Psalms, in Isaiah, and elsewhere we hear of the faithful waiting quietly in the midst of their troubles, 

and the troubles of their broken world. They didn't have our distressing 24-hour news cycle, but they still 

knew their world was often a cruel, unjust and broken-hearted one.

This week I saw a humorous post about Advent. It said, “According to my chocolate Advent calendar, 

Christmas is only three days away.” It was posted on December 1st. Like a chocoholic with an advent 

calendar, we want our Christmas NOW! Christmas isn’t really Christmas, however, if it doesn’t involve 

waiting for God to surprise us.

Vicki Kemper, another minister and writer, confesses her frustration with Advent:

When it comes to Advent, just give me Jesus—and the sooner the better.

The joke is on me, of course, since Advent's spiritual practices are all about waiting and watching and 

preparing and—did I mention waiting?  When we’re forced to wait for something, we have time to get in 

touch with just how much we really want it and exactly what it is we're longing for. And if we don’t know 

when or how it will get here, we are encouraged to live on tiptoe—ever expectant, eyes wide, heart aflutter, 

arms outstretched.

Consider Advent an invitation: a divine summons to desire, to acknowledge the constant craving implanted in 

your heart. Quiet encouragement to be still. A gentle wake-up call to wonder.

Waiting changes us if we allow it to do so. We are reminded that despite all our effort to get everything we 

want and get it now, there is so much in life we cannot control. Waiting teaches us that we need spiritual 

impulse control; getting whatever we want in a fleeting moment may not be good for us. Just because 

something is shiny and flashy doesn’t mean it is worth having. Some of the best things in life take time. Most 

of all, we are reminded that God is God and we are not. God’s seeming delay may be purposeful. Perhaps we 

have more to learn before we can truly experience the blessing God has in store for us.

Anticipation can be a good thing. Remember the excitement of Christmas Eve when you were a child? 

Waiting to open presents seemed excruciating, but it was also exciting. Think of how the smell of baking 

bread or cookies makes them taste even better when they finally come out of the oven.  This is the kind of 

active waiting Advent calls us into. This kind of waiting changes us and reminds us that life is better when we 

remember to depend upon God. In the end, God is the only one we can fully depend upon, because our only 

true security is found in God. 

I wish you blessed active waiting this Advent season!

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Chase Peeples
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NorthWinds
Symphonic Band

Winter Concert
Best kept secret in the Northland - A Quality Music Group

A Wind Ensemble of Present and Former Teachers of Instrumental Music

Come and Enjoy a Christmas Free Concert

Sunday, December 19th at 3pm at Staley High School Auditorium 

2800 NE Shoal Creek Parkway, Kansas City, MO 64156

Open seating, no RSVP necessary.
Our very own, Carl Prather, will be participating!!
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We are collecting for our Annual Christmas Love Offering 
for our paid staff. If you would like to contribute to this fund, 
please write in the memo line of your check "Love Offering" 
or if giving cash, put in a sealed envelope marked “Love 
Offering.” Special Love Offering envelopes are available in 
the Narthex. You can place your love offering in the offering 
plate on Sunday mornings or drop it off in the church office. 

Poinsettias Coming Soon!!
This month, you’ll be able purchase a poinsettia to honor, 

or in memory of, a loved one. Large plants are $20, and 
mediums are $10. A sign-up sheet and payment envelope 

are in the Narthex, or you can call the office to order. 
Plants will be ready for pickup after Christmas Eve Worship.



Athens Church and Park Hill Christian Church 
Christmas Service Project. A festive joyful time to rejoice in caring!
For our 2021 Christmas Service Project, we are partnering with Athens Church by adopting 
several families for Christmas. The project will serve a total of 8 local families, Athens is 
adopting 5 families and Park Hill Christian Church is adopting 3 families. We plan to buy 
each family member, including parents, 2-3 Christmas gifts to make their holiday special. 

We are asking for monetary donations to purchase Christmas presents for the families, 
special envelopes are available in the Narthex, so you can drop off your 
donation in the collection plate on Sundays or leave it in the office..           $                    $
THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE ALREADY DONATED WRAPPING SUPPLIES!

On Sunday, December 12th Athens Church & PHCC will have a wrapping party and dinner 

from 5:30 to 7:30pm in Life Center. Please let us know if you plan to attend so we can 
plan the dinner for all attendees. There is a sign-up sheet in the
Narthex! THANKS!!

Micah Ministry Urgent Needs - Fall 2021

Men’s (size 30 - 36) jeans

Men’s and Women’s comfortable shoes (all sizes)

Girls’ clothes sizes 3- 6

Girls’ underwear sizes 4,5, & 7

Girls’ tennis shoes sizes 11, 12

Boys’ tennis shoes sizes 11-3

Tents, tarps, blankets and sleeping bags

There is a collection bin in the Narthex for clothing & other donations.
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at Park Hill Christian Church
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COMING SOON!!!! 
Merry Moments Christmas Program 
Wednesday, December 22nd at 6:30pm

A Special Holiday
“Showing and Telling” Presentation 

about the Birth of Jesus Christ

Produced and Directed by
Preschool Director and Teachers,

Jenny Horst, Melanie Doll 
and Christie Holferty 

Starring
The preschool students 

We hope you can see it!

It’s beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas!

Welcome

Reindeer Art



Park Hill 
Christian 
Church        

6601 NW 72nd St
Kansas City, MO  64151

Connect with us:
Phone: 816-741-1851

Fax: 816-741-1898
Website: www.parkhillcc.org

Sunday Service:
Join us at 9:00 am

Live Streaming available at
http://p23.worshipstream.com/ 

115/ParkHillChristianChurch

Interim Minister
Reverend Chase Peeples

Ministry Support Administrator 
Melissa Foley

office@parkhillcc.org

Church Executive Committee
Jill Watson, Carl Kimbrell,

Don Bonjour

Elder Chair
Damon Stewart

Deacon Chair
Don Bonjour

Music Director
Rajean Buffa

AV Tech – Social Media/Web
Kathy Hendrix

Facebook:
Praisinglovingservingkc

Twitter:
@Parkhill_CC

Instagram: 
ParkhillChristianChurchKC

YouTube: 
ParkhillChristianChurchKC
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