Park Hill Christian Church
NEWSLETTER

February 18, 2021

Church in the Wilderness
Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of
Midian; he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb,
the mountain of God. There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a flame of fire out of a bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet
it was not consumed.
--Exodus 3:1-2 NRSV
Last night we began the season of Lent together. Some were in the
sanctuary and many more joined online. We couldn’t feel the touch of ashes
on our foreheads this year, but ashes were still present. On Ash Wednesday,
we begin our journey into the wilderness.
The first Sunday in Lent always focuses on the
stories told in Matthew, Mark and Luke about
Jesus being tempted in the wilderness for 40 days.
This time of discomfort, denial and temptation
comes immediately after Jesus’ baptism when
the voice from heaven declares, “You are my
beloved son.” One might think a beloved child of
God might have an easier time of it, but a wilderness
journey seems like a prerequisite for all that comes afterward.
It shouldn’t surprise anyone who skims through the Bible that Jesus ended
up in the wilderness. The Bible is full of these wilderness experiences.
Abraham’s slave Hagar is sent into the wilderness. Joseph’s brothers throw
him into a pit in the wilderness. Moses flees into the wilderness and finds
the burning bush. The Israelites spend forty years in the wilderness. David
hides out in the wilderness. The prophet Elijah spends 40 days running for
his life in the wilderness. The Psalms and the Prophets talk non-stop about
the miracles God does in the wilderness. What would have been surprising is
if Jesus had somehow avoided the wilderness, given that so many other big
names of scripture end up there at one time or another.
Wilderness in scripture becomes a shorthand for a space where it seems
God is absent but, in reality people more vividly experience God. Peculiarly,
our times of struggle, deprivation and feeling lost turn out to be the times
when God shows up in unexpected ways. Writer, scholar and Episcopal
priest Barbara Brown Taylor writes that we don’t have to go into the desert
to have a wilderness experience:

Continued on page 4
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❖ Prayers requested for Don Queen who is dealing
with health issues.

Sundays at 9am

❖ Continued prayers requested for Norma Phillips.
She is recovering from a recent fall. Norma and her
husband, Ben, both continue to deal with health
concerns.

In person Sunday Worship or
watch on You Tube, Facebook Live
or Live Stream on our website

We have live-streaming available on
YouTube. You can find the live stream
by searching YouTube for Park Hill
Christian Church KC
Sunday’s service will also
be livestreamed on church

Facebook Page: Park Hill
Christian Church KCMO.
Click on link provided to view.

You can live stream on our website
https://www.parkhillcc.org/ Choose the
streaming option from top menu.

Continued Prayers
KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Edna Annunzio, Werner Beldo, Gary Bjorn, Norma
Diggs, Harrell Green, Rick Howell, Wendy Lashbrook,
Ben & Norma Phillips, Matt Maddill, Barbara McCauley,
Virginia Long: Martha Fullerton’s Mother, Cindy Stehl,
Carolyn Waterman, Jerry Kasten, Jonathan Valler, Julie
Waddle, Jim & Sharon Sumner’s daughter, Susan Yeager,
Mary Jo Rinke, Steve Plagmann, The family of Renae
Dishman Ronayne, friends of Martha Fullerton, Marion
Russell, Amanda Steitz, Pat Stehl, and Rick Rollins,
friend of the Hoovers.

Let us join you in prayer...
Contact the church office, or have a loved one
contact us, if you have been admitted to the
hospital, would like a special visit, or would like to
be placed on the church prayer list.
Please notify us when you want to be removed
from the prayer list. We are here for our beloved
Park Hill Christian Church family.
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Athens Church will be using the
Sanctuary on Sundays from
10:45am to 12pm through 2022

Board Meetings will now take place
quarterly in 2021. Meetings will occur in
March, June, September and December

Oromo Evangelical Christian Church
will be meeting in the Sanctuary on
Sundays from 12 Noon to 3pm
All AA meetings are meeting virtually via
Zoom (879 6644 1777 * 173083)

February 21-28, special offering

Scouts meet at 6:30pm in Meade Hall
on Mondays & Tuesdays

envelopes in Sanctuary

,

LIFE CENTER GYM PRACTICES

Basketball (Krtek) on Mondays
and Thursdays at 5:30 – 7pm
Horst on Mondays at 7pm, Tuesdays at
5:30pm and Wednesdays at 8pm

SCOUTS BLUE AND GOLD
BANQUET on February 27th
at 5pm in Meade Hall

PRIVATE WEDDING
March 6 in Sanctuary
(rehearsal March 5th)
WORSHIP COMMITTEE
MEETING MARCH 7th
at 10:15am

Scheletzbaum on Mondays at 4:30pm
Brouse at 4:30pm on Thursdays

Tisdel (Timberwolves) on Tuesdays and
Fridays at 7:30pm.

Lydia
Circle

LYDIA CIRCLE
March 8th at 6:30pm
More info coming soon

Basketball (Denig) on Wednesdays at 6pm
OUTREACH MEETING
February 18th
at 6:00 pm
done virtually by phone

EXECUTIVE MEETING
VIRTUAL (via ZOOM)
March 8th at 7pm
More details coming soon
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Church in the Wilderness

continued from page 1

Wildernesses come in so many shapes and sizes that the only way you can really tell you are in one is to
look around for what you normally count on to save your life and come up empty....
this is not a situation many of us seek. Most of us, in fact, spend a lot of time and money trying to stay
out of it; but I don't know anyone who succeeds at that entirely or forever. Sooner or later, every one of
us will get to take our own wilderness exam, our own trip to the desert to discover who we really are and
what our lives are really about. I guess that could sound like bad news, but I don't think it is. I think it is
good news — because even if no one ever wants to go there, and even if those of us who end up there
want out again as soon as possible, the wilderness is still one of the most reality-based, spirit-filled, lifechanging places a person can be.

As we approach a year living with the COVID-19 pandemic, many people may feel like they are
experiencing wilderness moments—isolation, separation, lost jobs, lost school, lost celebrations,
financial anxiety, and one heck of a winter cold spell all may leave us wondering how much more
we can take. Yet, these moments when we feel most out of control can be transformative, if we
allow them to be. We are confronted with how little control we have in life, and how most of the
things that matter most were grace rather than things we earned or purchased. We can discover
what we really need to live and how much of what we hold on to is not only unnecessary but
preventing us from experiencing true life.
The same con be said for churches. I’ve been ordained almost twenty years and my entire career
has been spent in churches that were in wilderness moments, whether they realized it or not. The
statistics on declining and dying churches are sobering, and levels of commitment, financial giving
and attendance have been in freefall from decades ago. This seems like a time when churches look
around to find all the things they used to depend upon are no longer present—a time of
wilderness. Yet, if the message of scripture about wildernesses is true, then this is the kind of
moment when God shows up in unexpected ways.
In our individual lives and in the lives of congregations, when we can no longer depend upon the
things we used to depend upon is when we learn to truly depend upon God. We learn to let go of
things that no longer work and are shown new ways of living and being in a different environment.
For those up for it, the uncomfortable and frightening time in the wilderness can be a time of
renewal, rediscovery, and replenishment. The wilderness may feel painful to us who are used to
easier conditions, but what we discover about God, our churches and ourselves promises to be
richer and more blessed than we would have experienced without it.
Be on the lookout for God to show up in new ways as we journey through the wilderness of Lent.

Grace and Peace, Rev. Chase Peeples
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Sunday School
MAKES A DIFFERENCE
In Sunday School we are now participating in a discussion
series is entitled "Resurrection Now: Delighting in Our Salvation"
by Richard Rohr. We start the class at 10:15 and take a few moments for sharing of
celebrations and concerns. The audio/video for the session starts promptly at 10:30. We will
have a discussion after the video is completed. Please join us. The process of logging in is
very simple. Even if you do not have the zoom software, there is opportunity for you to just
dial into the session via your telephone. If you have any questions relative to logging into
the session, email Pete Fullerton at petefullerton2012@gmail.com

Join Zoom Meeting by using the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7283590567?pwd=ZnlTcnVDcHlpSzVHeXV3dUo3Szdudz09

Meeting ID: 728 359 0567
Passcode: 018255
One tap mobile: +1646558 656,,7283590567#,,,,,,0#,,018255#
Dial by your location: +1 646 558 8656

For the month of February, we are asking that you
complete the “Gifts Survey” on our website.
As we build on our vision of Bold Hospitality and begin our
search for a new Senior Minister, we want to get to know
our congregation better. The survey has five areas where
we feel Park Hill Christian Church can make the biggest
impact in our community. We have taken these five areas
and broken them down into questions to help us find our
strengths. Please take a few moments to complete the survey
using this link: Gifts Survey - PARK HILL CHRISTIAN CHURCH (parkhillcc.org)

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
NUMBERS
for Sunday 2/14/21

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE
Numbers for Ash
Wednesday 2/17/21

Face Book Live:
YouTube Channel:
Livestreaming:
In person:

Face Book Live:
YouTube Channel:
Livestreaming:
In person:

47 views
15 views
14 views
12 attendees

Worship

40 views
9 views
8 views
6 attendees
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24 Hour Vigil
April 2nd & 3rd
Noon to Noon

24 Hour Prayer Vigil for Holy Week
On Friday, April 2nd and Saturday, April 3rd
From Noon to Noon
More details coming soon. Mark your calendars.

Help Wanted at Church!!
The church has a need for an IT and Media Support Specialist. This person
will provide backup support for our in-house and streaming events along
with some light IT responsibilities. This is a paid position with 4-6 hours of
work each Sunday. You will primarily be assisting with sound and video
checks on Sundays along with monitoring Sunday service on our web
page, Facebook and YouTube. There will be some IT responsibilities such
as hardware setups, windows updates, system backups and user support.
If you are interested in this opportunity, please contact the church office:
816-741-1851 and leave an email address or phone number for us to
contact and arrange for a Zoom interview.

IT and
Media
Support
Specialist
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MERRY MOMENTS
Celebrated Valentine’s Day by making
“heart art” and having a fun party.

Unicorn Art
Porcupines and Penguins
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Financial Report for PHCC Newsletter
(Adj for deprec & loan principal & not including designated inc/exp)

Month of January
Income
Expense
Operating Income (Loss)

Year to Date JanuaryIncome
Expense
Operating Income (Loss)

REUNION CAMPAIGN
Income (Contributions Received)
Expense (Loan Principal Paid Down)

2021
30,078
18,551

2020
22,841
24,779

11,527

(1,938)

2021
30,078
18,551

2020
22,841
24,779

11,527

(1,938)

January
-

Year to Date
-

ALLOCATION OF CASH AVAILABLE
As of January 31
Total of checking & savings

2021
83,706

2020
76,028

Special Offering Funds

20,690

32,250

Memorial Funds
Fuller Center Funds
Total Designated Accounts

11,453
21,886
54,029

9,903
23,886
66,039

29,677

9,988

Net Cash Available (Short)

*NOTE THAT $36,300 OF PPP LOAN PROCEEDS IS INCLUDED IN THE TOTAL OF CHECKING & SAVINGS FOR 2020.
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MISSION MOMENT

God’s Compassion
Ash Wednesday
Flows Through You
If you would like to make a 2021 Week of
Compassion Offering, please mark your
check/envelope as ‘2021 Week of
Compassion Special Offering’

Text WoC to 41444. TEXT TO GIVE.
Visit weekofcompassion.org/2021
for more info about mobile giving!

Special Offering, February 21 & 28, 2021

"Let Love Flow"
Week of Compassion is the relief, refugee and
development mission fund of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) in the United States and Canada.
It helps us celebrate the ways that our shared ministry
touches the lives of those in need around the world.
Nobody hungry, nobody thirsty,
shade from the sun, shelter from the wind,
For the Compassionate One guides them,
takes them to the best springs.
~ Isaiah 49:10 (The Message)
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Park Hill
Christian
Church
6601 NW 72nd St
Kansas City, MO 64151
Connect with us:
Phone: 816-741-1851
Fax: 816-741-1898
Website: www.parkhillcc.org
Facebook Page:
Praisinglovingservingkc
Sunday Service:
Join us at 9:10 am
Live Streaming available at
http://p23.worshipstream.com/
115/ParkHillChristianChurch

Interim Minister
Reverend Chase Peeples
Ministry Leader
with Young People
Vacant
Ministry Support Administrator
Melissa Foley
office@parkhillcc.org
Church Executive Committee
Jill Watson, Carl Kimbrell,
Don Bonjour
Elder Chair
Damon Stewart
Deacon Chair
Don Bonjour
Music Director
Rajean Buffa
Organist
Doris Stevenson

Audio/Video Tech
Kathy Hendrix
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