Park Hill Christian Church
NEWSLETTER

January 7, 2021

After the Assault on the U.S. Capitol,
How Do We Be Church Together??
I am still in shock from seeing the images of rioters, inspired by our nation’s
president, storming the U.S. Capitol Building yesterday. The sight of people
dishonoring a symbol of American democracy shatters my understanding of
where we are as a country. As your Interim Minister, I feel it is important to
denounce yesterday’s events but also to attempt to answer the question
“How do we be church together in times like these?” Here are my
thoughts submitted to you in humility.
We commit to diversity of thought and belief
At a time where everything is reduced to partisan worldviews, our culture
has few spaces where people of different political ideologies can exist
together in community. Churches should be spaces where love of neighbor
allows for free exchange of ideas and respectful disagreement, but sadly
large swaths of Christianity are merely extensions of political parties. As a
church we can honor our obligations as Christians to participate in the
public sphere without demonizing people with whom we disagree. As we
engage in politics, we must commit to making sure our foremost allegiance
is to Christ who taught us to love even our enemies. Church should be a
place where Democrats, Republicans and Independents can find enough
common ground to worship God and serve our communities together.
We commit to humility in our search for truth
In an age of “alternative facts” and “fake news,” Christians have an
obligation to not only seek out truth but also to remain humble enough to
remember we may always be wrong. We must commit ourselves to taking
in media perspectives from more than one political point of view while
acknowledging the biases of those who claim to be objective but are
merely partisan mouthpieces. We must refuse to spread on social media
and email lies, half-truths, misrepresentations, and misleading images. We
must reject conspiracy theories that claim to offer secret truth for an
enlightened few. We must remember that God calls us to be people of
integrity and of humility in all our relationships.

Continued on page 4
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Join us for
Sundays
at 9am
in person or on-line
In person Sunday Worship or
watch on You Tube, Facebook Live
or Live Stream on our website

❖ Prayers requested for Nancy Robinson as she
recovers from recent hip replacement surgery.
❖ Prayers requested for Justin Garrett of Athens
Church. His mother, Joyce Marie Garret, passed
away on December 30th. Please pray for their
families as they mourn her passing.
❖ Please pray for Matt Maddill. He is a son of a friend
of Melanie and Doug Doll and has leukemia.
❖ Please continue to pray for Harrell Green as he
recovers from a leg amputation. Please
pray for Judy Green and their children too.
❖ Prayers requested for Ben & Norma Phillips. Ben is
battling ongoing health issues. Norma had recent
surgery, is home now and has pneumonia.

We have live-streaming available on
YouTube. You can find the live stream
by searching YouTube for Park Hill
Christian Church KC
Sunday’s service will also
be livestreamed on church

Facebook Page: Park Hill
Christian Church KCMO.
Click on link provided to view.

You can live stream on our website
https://www.parkhillcc.org/ Choose the
streaming option from top menu.

❖ Prayers for Barbara McCauley who is experiencing
a cancer resurgence. The McCauley family were
Charter members.

Continued Prayers
KEEP THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR PRAYERS:
Edna Annunzio, Werner Beldo, Gary Bjorn,
Norma Michael Diggs, Phillips, Rick Howell,
Wendy Lashbrook, Virginia Long: Martha Fullerton’s
Mother, Cindy Stehl, Carolyn Waterman, Jerry Kasten,
Jonathan Valler, Julie Waddle, Jim & Sharon Sumner’s
daughter, Susan Yeager, Mary Jo Rinke, Steve Plagmann,
The family of Renae Dishman Ronayne, friends of
Martha Fullerton, Marion Russell, Amanda Steitz,
Pat Stehl, and Rick Rollins, friend of the Hoovers.

Let us join you in prayer...
Contact the church office, or have a loved one
contact us, if you have been admitted to the
hospital, would like a special visit, or would like to
be placed on the church prayer list.
Please notify us when you want to be removed
from the prayer list. We are here for our beloved
Park Hill Christian Church family.
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Athens Church will be meeting in
the Sanctuary on Sundays from
10:45am to 12pm through 2023.

Scout Troop 1444 Eagle Court of Honor
Sunday, January 10th, 2021
2:30pm – 4:30pm in Gym/Sanctuary.

Oromo Evangelical Christian Church
will be meeting in the Sanctuary on
Sundays from 12 Noon to 3pm.

Elder Meeting on Sunday, January 10th at
8:30am Via Zoom. Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/8103102891?pwd
=Lzh5VVVQL3k2L24vNjdIZXBGTkx2dz09
Meeting ID: 810 310 2891
Passcode: f11UXP

All AA meetings are meeting virtually via
Zoom (879 6644 1777 * 173083)
Scouts meet at 6:30pm in Meade Hall
on Mondays & Tuesdays.
LIFE CENTER GYM FALL PRACTICES
Basketball (Krtek) on Mondays
and Thursdays at 5:30 – 7pm

Lydia Circle meets virtually via Zoom on
Monday, January 11th at 6:30pm. Join meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83740614173?pw
d=TEo0SnMxOENtbmVQYkRaeDVpVnJ0QT09
Meeting ID: 837 4061 4173
Passcode: 901248

(Horst) on Mondays at 7pm, Tuesdays at
5:30pm and Wednesdays at 8pm

Virtual Executive Meeting
Tuesday, January 12th at 7pm
Zoom credentials coming soon

(Disher) at 7pm on Thursdays

SCOUTS LOCK IN
Saturday, January 16th all day in Meade Hall

Basketball (Timberwolves) on Tuesdays
and Fridays at 7:30pm

Basketball (Denig) on Wednesdays at 6pm

Art & Literature Club
Tuesday, January 19th, 2021
Noon to 1:30pm in Meade Hall

Northland Sports Alliance will practice on
most Saturdays through February.

OUTREACH MEETING
January 21st at 6pm
in Friendship Class

Scouts Pine Wood Derby
Build Day
Saturday, January 9, 2021
9am to noon in Meade Hall

Scouts PINEWOOD DERBY
Saturday, January 23rd, 2021
8am to Noon in Life Center
Gym

Christmas
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How Do We Be Church Together?

continued from page 1

We commit to accountability
God calls us to be a part of a church, because of the human tendency towards self-delusion. A faith
community enables us to hear the wisdom of others with different perspectives and to consider the
consequences of our beliefs and actions. We lovingly hold one another accountable when our conceptions
of God end up hurting other people and when our sense of what is right causes more harm than good. As a
faith community, we also have a role in expecting accountability in our community, state and nation. Setting
aside partisanship, Christians have a role in calling leaders of all parties to work for the common good rather
than their own political or financial gain.
We commit to reject idolatry
Perhaps the most disturbing picture I saw yesterday showed that amidst the Confederate flags and signs
bearing slogans of QAnon there was a sign declaring “Jesus Saves.” How can such a declaration exist amidst
violent extremists? A reporter from The Atlantic, walked with the mob headed to the capital yesterday and
heard members of the group equating faith in Trump with faith in God. How can this be? As Christians, we
are commanded to love God above all other loves and taught that equating anyone or anything with God is
idolatry. As a church, we must guard ourselves against any attempt by politicians of any party to usurp the
majesty and honor due only to God.
We commit to confronting the sin of White supremacy
The original sin of America is slavery and the resulting sins of white supremacy and white nationalism. Some
in the mob who stormed the capitol building wore Nazi insignias and anti-Semitic slogans. They are the
natural outgrowth of ideologies that view White people as the sole heirs of American freedom. Not only
must we as Christians condemn extremists in the public eye but we must do the hard work of educating
ourselves about and repenting from behaviors and beliefs that are the products of White supremacy rather
than the inclusive Gospel of Christ. We do so not out of mere political correctness but out of devotion to
God who demands justice for all.
We commit to love
As Christians we are called to love God and neighbor. So, whatever our political and religious beliefs, as
Christians we must always view our thoughts, words and actions through the lens of love. Do our thoughts,
words and actions align with the sacrificial love demonstrated by Jesus Christ? Do we listen to and respect
others different from ourselves in the same way we expect to be listened to and respected? If Christ is
present even inside of people with whom we disagree or consider our enemies—which is what the Gospel
teaches—then the love we offer to or withhold from others is the same as the love offered to or withheld
from Christ.

We commit to being a movement for wholeness
In our time, it is much easier to “unfriend,” “unfollow,” and disconnect from others we disagree with than it
is to remain in relationship with them. The Christian Church, Disciples of Christ claims to be “a movement
for wholeness in a fragmented world.” As a church, we can commit to the hard work of making our bonds of
fellowship stronger rather than mirroring a culture that promotes isolation and division. Our connections in
Christ are countercultural behaviors that our culture will not reward, but our God honors our efforts at
healing and wholeness.
Grace and Peace, Rev. Chase Peeples
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

MAKES A
DIFFERENCE

In Sunday School we are now participating
in a discussion series entitled "In This Together:
5 Films on Loving Our Way Forward". We start the class at
10:15am and take a few moments for sharing of celebrations and concerns. The audio/video
for the session starts at 10:30am. We will have a discussion after video is completed.
Please join us. The process of logging in is very simple. Even if you do not have the zoom
software, there is opportunity for you to just dial into the session via your telephone. If you
have any questions relative to logging into the session, email Pete Fullerton at
petefullerton2012@gmail.com.

Join Zoom Meeting by using the link below:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7283590567?pwd=ZnlTcnVDcHlpSzVHeXV3dUo3Szdudz09

Meeting ID: 728 359 0567
Passcode: 018255
One tap mobile: +1646558 656,,7283590567#,,,,,,0#,,018255#
Dial by your location: +1 646 558 8656

Community Prayer Line
To reach out to our community we have hung a line
between two trees on the North side of the parking lot
near the life center. We’re inviting our members and
our community to hang a prayer on the line. It is a
small gesture, but one that shows our community that
we’d like to unite and pray together for healing and peace
in our country. Please take a moment to write a prayer

and hang it on the prayer line. Materials are easily
accessible. Let’s see how many we can get hanging up there!

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE NUMBERS
for the first Sunday in 2021
Sunday 1/3/21
Face Book Live:
YouTube Channel:
Livestreaming:
In person:

46 views
23 views
26 views
15 attendees
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Valentine Box Project
There is an interest in the church to send out Valentine Boxes to our college
students and military personnel this year. We are asking for donations of treats
which should be store bought and placed in a collection box in the Narthex at
church. Suggestions include: cookies, chips, gum, hot chocolate, instant
oatmeal, microwave popcorn, etc., all individually wrapped. Also personal items
such as lip gloss, hand sanitizer, hand lotions, etc. We will need these items
prior to Monday, February 8th. We are also requesting donations of cash for
the postage. Please take the cash to Melissa, PHCC secretary. If you prefer to
make out a check, please make it out to Paula Kimbrell and mail to the church
with a note that it is for the Valentine Box Project.
Email names and addresses of the college students and military personnel that
you would like to receive a Valentine Box to Paula Kimbrell
(pjkimbrell@yahoo.com).
PLEASE NOTE--even if we sent a box to someone last year, we still need to
be NOTIFIED THIS YEAR of their name and current address.
We will need these addresses by January 29th.

Valentine Box Committee
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Merry Moments 2021 Classes resumed on January 5th after
a long winter break. We sure missed these smiling faces!
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Park Hill
Christian
Church
6601 NW 72nd St
Kansas City, MO 64151
Connect with us:
Phone: 816-741-1851
Fax: 816-741-1898
Website: www.parkhillcc.org
Facebook Page:
Praisinglovingservingkc
Sunday Service:
Join us at 9:10 am
Live Streaming available at
http://p23.worshipstream.com/
115/ParkHillChristianChurch

Interim Minister
Reverend Chase Peeples
Ministry Leader
with Young People
Vacant
Ministry Support Administrator
Melissa Foley
office@parkhillcc.org
Church Executive Committee
Jill Watson, Carl Kimbrell,
Don Bonjour
Elder Chair
Damon Stewart
Deacon Chair
Don Bonjour
Music Director
Rajean Buffa
Organist
Doris Stevenson

Audio/Video Tech
Kathy Hendrix
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