Park Hill Christian Church
NEWSLETTER

November 25, 2021

Is Thanksgiving Really About Thanksgiving?
Dear PHCC community,
I want to inform you that Melissa Foley, our church secretary, has accepted a new
position and will be leaving PHCC at the end of the year. Melissa was approached
with a full-time job offer with benefits generous enough that she could not refuse.
Since 2018, she has gone above and beyond her job description to keep PHCC
running smoothly and the building in good repair for the last three years. Her
generous spirit, attention to detail and diligent work ethic will be sorely missed.
Especially during the Covid lockdown, PHCC has relied on Melissa to keep our
congregation, church building and Merry Moments Preschool running well and
serving our community. We are saddened to see her go but excited for the blessings
of her new opportunity. Between now and the end of the year, please make a point
of appreciating Melissa for all her dedicated work.
Rev. Chase Peeples

In my sermon on Sunday, I shared about a Christian understanding of Thanksgiving
with a capital “T” and thanksgiving with a lowercase ‘t”. The national holiday
Thanksgiving has to do with a lot of things that may or may not include gratitude,
such as food, football, family, shopping and arguing with your family about food,
football, family and shopping. Sure, there’s the obligatory moment to pause for a
prayer before the overeating begins, but really, we’ve got other things on our
minds. The other kind of thanksgiving occurs every day if our hearts and minds
remain focused on our blessings rather than our resentments. For the Christian,
every day is a day for thanksgiving.
My text for Sunday was Colossians 3:12-17 where
the Apostle Paul gives instructions for Christian
behavior. He caps off his list of instructions with the
words “and be thankful.” (all quotations from NRSV)
In case there is any doubt about what a Christian’s
thanksgiving should look like, he goes on to say,
“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do
everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.”
Every moment is a moment for thanksgiving.
We may not be thankful for everything that
happens to us—quite the contrary!—but blessings
remain even in our most difficult circumstances. Remembering reasons to be
thankful may be the best strategy for enduring the painful moments in life.
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Prayer Requests
❖ Prayers for the family of Harrel and Judy Green.
Harrel's sister, Frida Diaz, died on Saturday
11/20.21.

Sundays at 9am
In person or virtually via You Tube,
Facebook Live, or Live Stream on
our website: https://park-hill-christian
church.sermoncloud.com/live

https://park-hill-christianchurch.sermoncloud.com/live /

Choose the streaming option from menu.

Face Book Live:
39 views
YouTube Channel: 4 view
Livestreaming:
10 views
In person:
30 attendees

❖ Aker Bol asks for prayers as she travels to Kenya
and Sudan to visit family 12/4-1/20.
❖ Prayers for Carolyn Waterman who is recovering
from a fall and concussion.

We have live-streaming available on
YouTube. You can find the live stream
by searching YouTube for Park Hill
Christian Church KC Sunday’s service
will also be livestreamed on our church
Facebook Page:
Park Hill Christian Church KCMO.
Click on link provided to view.
You can live stream on our website:

ATTENDANCE NUMBERS
for Sunday 11/21/21

❖ Pray for the family and friends of Jeannete
Andrews, who passed away on Nov. 15th. Obituary
Jeanette Andrews (meyersfuneralchapel.com)

❖ Please continue to pray for Grant James Garrett,
who has Aplastic Anemia and needs a bone marrow
transplant. Grant is the 6-year-old grandson of a
friend of Paula Kimbrell.

CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR:
Gary Bjorn, Harrell Green, Wendy Lashbrook,
Pat Porter, Ben & Norma Phillips,
Mary Jo Rinke, Marian Russell, Cindy Stehl,
Trisha Trussell, Jon Warren, Julie Waddle,
and Bobbie & Don Queen
PLEASE HELP US KEEP THIS LIST UPDATED!
Kindly report any changes/updates to the church
office: office@phcc.org or call 816-741-1851

Social Media Data:
Past 7 days
Twitter: 259 impressions, 4 mentions
Facebook: 100 people reached, 40 engagements, 1 link clicked,
13 reactions, 2 new followers
Instagram: 15 impressions, 2 profile visits
Website: 193 page views, 82 unique visits, 1.914 pages viewed
Online Newsletter: 7 clicks

Online Sunday Sermon: 7 clicks
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Athens Church will be using Sanctuary,
nursery, infant room, and classrooms
on Sundays from 10:45am to 12pm
Oromo Evangelical Christian Church
will be using Sanctuary on Sundays from
12 Noon to 3pm. They will also have choir
practice on Monday evenings at 6pm in
Faith Keepers Class
FAITH CHURCH will be NOT be using Meade
Hall on Sundays going forward due to covid
concerns. Will reevaluate in summer of 2022
AA meetings in person at Noon on
Mon/Wed/Fri in Genesis Class and at 6:30pm
on Monday & Wednesday in Friendship Class
AA Ladies Group Meeting on Fridays at 1:30pm
in Back Parking Lot

Scouts meet at 6:30pm in Meade Hall on
Mondays & Tuesdays

Thanks to our
volunteers:
Paula, Carleda,
Kathy, and Jane

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
The office will be closed for
Thanksgiving Holiday
Thursday, November 25th
and Friday, November 26th

Private Event - Engagement Party
November 27th at 7pm in Life Center
ADVENT BEGINS
Sunday, November 28

Elders Meeting, December 12th
Faith Keepers and Friendship Classes at 8:30am in Path Finders Class.
meet on Sundays after Worship in their
respective classrooms

DECEMBER GYM PRACTICES
5:30 - 7pm Mon & Thur (Krtek)
7-8pm on Mondays (Horst)
5:30 – 7:30 pm Tue & Wed (Horst)

Athens & PHCC Christmas Service
Project Wrap Party, December 12th
at 5:30pm-7:30pm in Life Center
Executive Meeting, December 14th
7pm in Friendship Class
Outreach Meeting, December 16th
at 5pm in Path Finders Class

HAVE A BLESSED THANKSGIVING!
No Merry Moments Classes
Thanksgiving Break Nov. 24-26

All Congregation Meeting
Sunday, December 19th after Worship
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Thanksgiving

continued from page 1

What I did not include in my sermon Sunday was discussion of why specifically Paul says his audience should
be thankful. He begins his list of instructions for Christian behavior with the words, “As God’s chosen ones,
holy and beloved. . . “ Paul reminds his audience they have been chosen by God. Down through the
centuries, the word ‘chosen” in the New Testament has sparked all sorts of theological debates about
predestination, Christianity’s relationship to Judaism, etc., but I prefer interpretations that deal with the
situation of the Colossian Christians. They needed to be included.
At the time Paul wrote his letter, the Roman Empire experienced rapid urbanization. The policies of Rome
resulted in people moving from rural communities where people were known as a part of family and clan to
urban centers where they were alienated and alone. These migrants were of the lower classes ignored by
people of money and power. The early house churches quickly grew because people were hungry to be
included in a community. They discovered that in Christ, as Paul explains, “there is no longer Greek and Jew,
circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free.” They belonged. They were chosen.

Folks who have been in churches for a long time forget the blessing of being “chosen” or welcomed into a
community. This is why churches die, because they forget their purpose is to welcome the alienated and
unknown into community and choose instead to become a private club. Similarly, those of us blessed with
families can become so consumed with the joys and the stresses of holiday gatherings we take no notice of
those who are alone on such days. Not every family is able to welcome outsiders to their holiday tables, but
I always admire the ones who do.
You may have read about the grandmother who in 2016 attempted to text her grandson about coming over
for Thanksgiving dinner but texted a complete stranger instead. When Wanda Dench mistakenly texted
Jamal Hinton, he explained he wasn’t her grandson but joked, “Can I still get a plate?” Dench replied, “Of
course you can! That’s what grandmas do. We feed everyone.” Hinton quickly understood Hinton was
serious and decided to join her and her family for Thanksgiving. Six years later, Jamal and his girlfriend are
still attending Thanksgiving dinner with the Denchs. They have received national press coverage and
thousands of followers on social media who count down the days each year until Thanksgiving. People love
this story, because everyone wants to be invited, included, and chosen. It speaks to the truth embedded in
the cosmos that we—all of us—are chosen by our Creator.
As a pastor, I am well aware during the holiday season that not everyone is feeling festive and bright. There
are people isolated from family and many who experience grief over loved ones who have died. I need you
to know that whether or not you have a place to go this Thanksgiving, you are chosen by God. The pain of
this life may leave one doubting this chosen-ness, but it is real nonetheless. Henri Nouwen explains this
truth well in his book The Life of the Beloved:
“Every time you feel hurt, offended, or rejected, you have to dare to say to yourself: “These feelings,
strong as they may be, are not telling me the truth about myself. The truth, even though I cannot feel it
right now, is that I am the chosen child of God, precious in God’s eyes, called the Beloved from all eternity,
and held safe in an everlasting embrace.””
May your every day be a day of thanksgiving because God has chosen you!

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Chase Peeples
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Poinsettias Coming Soon!!
In December, you’ll be able purchase a poinsettia to honor,
or in memory of, a loved one. Large plants are $20, and
mediums are $10. A sign-up sheet and payment envelope will
soon be in the Narthex, or you can call the office to order.
Plants will be ready for pickup after Christmas Eve Worship.
We are collecting for our Annual Christmas Love
Offering for our paid staff. If you would like to
contribute to this fund, please write in the
memo line of your check "Love Offering" or if
giving cash, put in a sealed envelope marked
“Love Offering.” Special Love Offering envelopes
are available in the Narthex. You can place your
love offering in the offering plate on Sunday
mornings or drop it off in the church office.

Dec. 12 & 19, 2021

December 19th

Friday, December 24th
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at Park Hill

Christian Church

Athens Church and Park Hill Christian Church
Christmas Service Project. A festive joyful time to rejoice in caring!
For our 2021 Christmas Service Project, we are partnering with Athens Church by adopting
several families for Christmas. The project will serve a total of 8 local families, Athens is
adopting 5 families and Park Hill Christian Church is adopting 3 families. We plan to buy
each family member, including parents, 2-3 Christmas gifts to make their holiday special.
We are asking for donations of Christmas gift wrapping paper, gift bags/tissue paper,
bows/ribbons, to and from gift tags, etc. There is a collection box in the Narthex for gift
wrapping donations. Monetary donations are also welcomed and appreciated, special
envelopes are available in the Narthex, so you can drop off your
donation in the collection plate on Sundays or leave it in the office.
THANKS TO ALL WHO HAVE ALREADY DONATED SUPPLIES & MONEY!
On Sunday, December 12th Athens Church & PHCC will have a
wrapping party and dinner from 5:30 to 7:30pm in Life Center.

Micah Ministry Urgent Needs - Fall 2021
Men’s (size 30 - 36) jeans
Men’s and Women’s comfortable shoes (all sizes)
Girls’ clothes sizes 3- 6
Girls’ underwear sizes 4,5, & 7
Girls’ tennis shoes sizes 11, 12
Boys’ tennis shoes sizes 11-3
Tents, tarps, blankets and sleeping bags

There is a collection bin in the Narthex for clothing & other donations.
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Merry Moments
Thanksgiving Break
November 24-26th
No Preschool Classes
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Park Hill
Christian
Church
6601 NW 72nd St
Kansas City, MO 64151
Connect with us:
Phone: 816-741-1851
Fax: 816-741-1898
Website: www.parkhillcc.org
Sunday Service:
Join us at 9:00 am
Live Streaming available at
http://p23.worshipstream.com/
115/ParkHillChristianChurch

Interim Minister
Reverend Chase Peeples
Ministry Support Administrator
Melissa Foley
office@parkhillcc.org
Church Executive Committee
Jill Watson, Carl Kimbrell,
Don Bonjour
Elder Chair
Damon Stewart
Deacon Chair
Don Bonjour
Music Director
Rajean Buffa
AV Tech – Social Media/Web
Kathy Hendrix
Facebook:
Praisinglovingservingkc
Twitter:
@Parkhill_CC
Instagram:
ParkhillChristianChurchKC
YouTube:
ParkhillChristianChurchKC
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