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October 7, 2021

What Churches Can Learn 

From Public Libraries
LǘΩǎtoo bad most American churches refuse to function in a similar 
way. Our giving to our communities comes with strings attached. 
We offer worship services, programs and ministries explicitly for 
free, but the implicit expectations are those who partake of what 
we offer will join our churches, increase our membership rolls, 
raise our attendance figures and most importantly give to our 
budgets. The almighty figures of weekly attendance and 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎ ŘǊƛǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǿŜ ŘƻΦ DƛǾŜƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǎŜƭŦƭŜǎǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ 
his very life, one might think we would know better. I realize 
libraries are funded by taxes, have membership drives and take 
donations, but everyone knows what their mission is--to serve 
their communities. I expect most people would say the same is not 
true for churches. Declining numbers and budgets have only 
heightened the anxiety of congregations and led churches to adopt 
bunker mentalities. We are less likely to serve the people around 
us. Our communities rightly understand we serve them for our 
own selfish reasons.

Sociologists, community planners and social service providers have 
declared we are losing so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǘƘƛǊŘ ǎǇŀŎŜǎέ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
communities. Third spaces are places where people spend time 
and build relationships other than home (first place) and work 
(second place). Traditionally third spaces could be houses of 
worship, community centers, barber shops and hairdressers, coffee 
shops and bars, and yes, libraries. Yet, the combination of zoning 
which isolates people by income, age, race, etc. along with 
technology allowing for online connection, shopping, 
entertainment etc. has led to dwindling numbers of third places. 
Architects, planners and government leaders have learned that 
communities without third places lead to social isolation 
(especially for seniors) and declines in community health of every 
sort.                                                                        continued on page 4  



CONTINUED PRAYERS FOR:

Gary Bjorn, Harrell Green, 
Wendy Lashbrook, Bruce & Susan  
Moberly, Pat Porter, Ben & Norma 

Phillips, Mary Jo Rinke, Marian Russell, 
Cindy Stehl, Jon Warren, Carolyn 

Waterman, Julie Waddle and Jim Shoop
PLEASE HELP US KEEP THIS LIST UPDATED! 
Kindly report any changes/updates to the church 
office: office@phcc.orgor call 816-741-1851

× Continued prayers for Grant James Garrett, 
who is under-going blood platelet medical 
tests. Grant is the 6-year-old grandson of a 
friend of Paula Kimbrell 

× Continued prayers for Faith Community 
Church, some of their members have 
Covid. 

Let us join you in prayer...
Contact the church office, or have a 
loved one contact us, if you have been 
admitted to the hospital, would like a 
special visit, or would like to be placed 
on the church prayer list.  Please notify 
us when you want to be removed from 
the prayer list. We are here for our 
beloved Park Hill Christian Church 
family.
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FACE MASK MANDATE 

REINSTATED (and extended)

EFFECTIVE August 2 to 

November 4, 2021

Anyone aged 5 and older will be 

required to wear a mask in all public 

places, regardless of vaccination 

status, per order of Kansas City 

Mayor Quentin Lucas.

Doug Doll ςChair
David Denig
Deb Turpin
Anna (Kloeppel) Anderson
Damon Stewart
Jessica Waddle
Julie Kloeppel
Alana Doll
Jill Watson ςEx Officio (PHCC Board Chair

mailto:office@phcc.org
https://www.printablesigns.net/preview/Mask_Required


Executive Meeting 
October 12th at 7pm

in Friendship Class 

Faith Community Church Event 
October 16th in Life Center 2-9pm

Art & Literature Club
October 19th in 

Meade Hall at noon

Fuller Center for Housing 
of Greater KCBBQ & Auction 

October 21st from 5-8pm
at Gladstone Community Center 

6901 N. Holmes St.  More Info Here

Outreach Meeting 
5pm on October 28th

in tŀǘƘŦƛƴŘŜǊΩǎ Class
PrivateEvent in Life Center

on October 29-30-31

Ian's Rainbow Flu Foundation 
drive thru flu shot clinic on 

October 17 from 9:30 to noonat a new
combined location: Platte Woods United 

Methodist Church: 7310 NW Prairie View Road 

PHCC TRUNK OR TREAT
Saturday, October 30th

4-6pm in back parking lot.

Oromo Evangelical Christian Church 
will be using Sanctuary on Sundaysfrom 
12 Noon to 3pm. They will also have choir 
practice on Mondayevenings at 6pm in 
Faith Keepers Class.

FAITH CHURCH will be using Meade Hall 
on Sundaysfrom 1pm to 4pm for 
their Worship Service.

AAmeetings in person 
Noon on Mon/Wed/Fri in Genesis Class
and at 6:30pm on Monday & Wednesday 
in the Friendship Classroom.
AA Ladies Group Meeting on Fridaysat 
1:30pm in ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ōŀŎƪ Parking Lot

,Scoutsmeet at 6:30pm in Meade 
Hall on Mondays & Tuesdays

Faith Keepers and Friendship 
Classes meet on Sundays after 
Worship in their respective classrooms.

Private Event Saturday, October 9th

in Life Center/Gym from 3pm to 12am

Elder Meeting October 10th

at 8:30am in Path Finders Class

[ȅŘƛŀΩǎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ммth at
6:30 pm at Judy YǊǘŜƪΩǎ. Dinner will be 

served. Mary Duddy will lead study

Athens Church will be using Sanctuary 
(nursery, infant room, and classrooms)
on Sundays from 10:45am to 12pm
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https://app.auctria.com/ev?site=8a685f0f-4469-4495-9cd9-26d9ec54d4e2


Public libraries continue to meet this need for a third place in all 
kinds of ways besides the very important service of supplying free 
books, periodicals and similar material. A University of Pennsylvania 
ǎǘǳŘȅ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ƭƛōǊŀǊƛŜǎ ŀǎ άŘȅƴŀƳƛŎΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛǾŜ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
ŀ ƴŜȄǳǎ ƻŦ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛŦŜƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǳǎΦέ 
(When was the last time you heard a church described that way?) Libraries partner with 
area health systems and social services to address community needs. They  provide 
άƴŜǳǘǊŀƭέ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǇŀŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜƳŀƴŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ 
offer literacy programs, assistance to immigrants, programs for children, support to 
LGBTQ people and people with disabilities. They provide access to technology many 
people cannot otherwise access including internet access, computers and printers. 
Libraries even help feed their communities via community gardens, farmers markets 
and nutrition programs. The list of creative services libraries provide is endless.

One of the greatest things libraries offer their communities is grace. In our 
commodified society where everything has a price and most interactions are 
transactional, libraries are the exception. You can use a library whoever you are even if 
you do not pay taxes to support it. Increasingly libraries are doing away with fines, 
because they realize the fines penalize the people who need library services the most. 
In a society intent on trying to sell us something at every turn, libraries remind us of 
Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ ōƻǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
ŦǊƻƳ ŀƴ !ƳŀȊƻƴ Ǿŀƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ Ǉŀȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǘƻǊŀƎŜ ǳƴƛǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǳǊ ǎǘǳŦŦ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ 
in the first place. Instead, we can simply borrow it from the library and return it--for 
free! 

фл҈ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ŀǎ άŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎΦέ ¢ǿƻ ǘƘƛǊŘǎ ƻŦ 
Americans say closing of their local library would have a major impact on their 
community. 50% said they had visited their local library in the last six months. As a local 
minister, I can tell you the chances of your average church getting such good ratings is 
slim and none. Maybe it is time we consider why this is the case.

Grace and Peace,
Rev. Chase Peeples
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What Churches Can Learn From Public Libraries continued from page 1



Social Media Data:
Past 7 days

Twitter (Oct.): 181 impressions, 4 mentions

Facebook: 125 people reached, 73 engagements, 3 link clicks, 
19 comments, 4 shares, 19 reactions, 1 new follower

Instagram: 135 impressions, 2 profile visits

Website : 119 page views, 70 unique visits, 1.376 pages viewed

Online Newsletter: 8 hits
Online Sunday Sermon: 8 hits

We have live-streaming 

available on YouTube .

You can find the live stream 

by searching YouTube for 

Park Hill Christian Church KC 

Sundayôs service will also be 

livestreamed on our church 

Facebook Page: 

Park Hill Christian Church KCMO. 

Click on link provided to view.

You can live stream on 

our website:

https://park-hill-christian-

church.sermoncloud.com/live /

Choose the streaming option from menu.

In person or virtually via You Tube, 

Facebook Live, or Live Stream on our 
website: https://park -hill-christian-
church.sermoncloud.com/live

ATTENDANCE NUMBERS 
for Sunday 10/03/21
Unfortunately, we experienced some 
audio/tech difficulties, so sorry!

Face Book Live:         24 views
YouTube Channel:      9 views
Livestreaming:          46 views
In person: 30 attendees
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Join Us for

on

Sundays at 9am

Fall has arrived and we are preparing 
for that most boo-tiful time of sharing: 

Trunk or Treat!! 
Merry Moments and the Worship 
Committee invite you to join the fun, 
October 30th from 4 to 6 pm in our 
back parking lot. We will have trunks, 
treats, grilled hot dogs, and lots of 
cuteness. Wear your Halloween 
costumes and come join us. You can 
also donate candy or cash towards 
the supplies, and of course, bring those 
great trunks and treats! Let's make this 
fun community Halloween event 
exciting for everyone. WE NEED 
VOLUNTEERS FOR TRUNKS, and FOOD 
TABLE ςplease send and E-mail to 
office@parkhillcc.org
If you can volunteer ςso we can 
see how many trunks we will 
ƘŀǾŜΦ /ŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ȅƻǳΗ
Hope to see you there!

https://park-hill-christian-church.sermoncloud.com/live
https://www.parkhillcc.org/
https://park-hill-christian-church.sermoncloud.com/live
mailto:office@parkhillcc.org
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We celebrated 
JackɅs birthday 

this week.

The preschoolers chose their 
favorite variety of apples Ą


