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This week, we kick off  our worship series focusing on the Lord’s Prayer.  Over the next

several weeks, we will intentionally be recommitting ourselves to our prayer lives and how the what
the Spirit might be inviting us to as we enter our commitment campaign and the new Christian year
that begins in Advent.  Over the next several days, as you prepare for Sunday worship, think about
how you pray.  What practices most deeply connect you to the Divine?  How might God be inviting
you into new practices that stretch and grow your relationship.  And how might we use the Lord’s
Prayer as a vehicle for that growth?

Scholar and author John Dominic Crossan says in his book, “The Greatest Prayer,”
The Lord’s Prayer is Christianity’s greatest prayer. It is also Christianity’s strangest prayer. It is prayed by
all Christians, but it never mentions Christ. It is prayed in all churches, but it never mentions church. It is
prayed on all Sundays, but it never mentions Sunday. It is called “The Lord’s Prayer,” but it never mentions
Lord.

Crossan continues by inviting the reader to consider his metaphor for prayer as electricity. “I think a
lot about electricity, about how to find it and connect with it. I think about how incredibly powerful my MacBook Pro
is, and yet how absolutely dependent it is on getting its battery regularly charged…This God-as-Electricity is always
there, whether discovered or not. Even when found, my human freedom allows me to connect or not connect. It never
forces itself  on me. I need it without its needing me.”

This week, we begin with one of  the two scriptural references for this prayer: Matthew 5.6-15.  You
are invited to read it to prepare yourself  for Sunday worship.  Depending on the translation you use,
it may or may not sound familiar to you.  You can find a variety of  translation at
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6.5-15&version=CEB. This link will
give you the version we’ll use in worship.

Over the coming weeks, we’ll have weekly and daily opportunities for you to engage with this prayer
and with others as we attempt to understand how it can be transformative for our lives.  The Sunday
email will have not only the link to this week’s worship but also a link to the webpage with all the
daily devotionals and prayer focus.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6.5-15&version=CEB


Week 1

Week of  Sunday, October 30
Monday, October 31

This week, we begin a deep dive into the prayer known as The Lord’s Prayer.  You have an
opportunity to engage in new and renewed ways with this prayer through a variety of  daily
devotionals.  Our neighbor here in Kansas City, Rev. Adam Hamilton says this about his relationship
with this prayer, “The more I’ve studied the Lord’s Prayer, the richer and more meaningful it has
become for me.”   He reminds us that “this prayer, like all prayer, is less about informing God of
things we want or need, and more about shaping our own heart and life.”

How might you engage these next four weeks to find new meaning in this ancient prayer?  Last
Sunday in worship, we explored one of  the two scriptural references to this prayer - Matthew 6.5-15.
Another version is found in Luke 11.1-13.  Most people may not realize there is a third version not
directly found in scripture but in a document called The Didache.  Again from Rev. Hamilton’s
book, “This is a fascinating document describing the practices of  the early church that some scholars
believe was written in the first century…offering guidance in the Christian life…Note the closing
words that are in bold, “pray this three times a day.”

If  you do nothing else this week from these devotions, consider setting an alarm on your phone that
will prompt you to follow this directive of  praying this prayer three times a day.  Not the scriptural
passage but the way that feels most comfortable and authentic to you.  Begin to notice how this
ritual impacts your everyday life and routine.

Prayer focus: Last Monday we served at Micah Ministry at our sibling congregation Independence
Boulevard Christian Church. We support and volunteer weekly at SPEAC here in Parkville. Pray for
the volunteers who offer themselves to our neighbors.  Pray for the clients of  these important
ministries who are coming for their “daily bread” in real and tangible ways.

Tuesday, Nov. 1
In addition to praying the Lord’s Prayer three times today, take a moment to read the scripture from
the King James Version of  the Bible.  How is it different from the CEB we used on Sunday
morning?  What do you notice?  Do these differences matter to you?  Why or why not?  As a
teaching moment, many Protestant congregations moved away from the KJV not simply because of
language that was perceived to be “old-fashioned” or “outdated” but out of  significant theological
and translational errors made in the 1611 version of  the scriptures. It was commissioned to fit the
structure and theology of  the Church of  England in 1600 and the empowerment of  certain cultural
institutions and values; it was not an accurate translation of  the original ancient manuscripts.
However, this is still the version many have in their memory bank however it is important to
recognize that this is not the case for everyone.  Note that some people use debts and debtors,

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+6.5-15&version=KJV
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others use sins/sinners while still others use tresspasses.  Which is “right” and which is most
accurate?  Was Jesus giving us a verbatim script or a skeleton model to be adapted for our own use?
How does this impact the way you approach this passage and this prayer?

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much
speaking. 8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, before ye ask
him. 9 After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. 10 Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 11 Give us this day our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.
13 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever. Amen. 14 For if  ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you: 15 But if  ye
forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

Prayer Focus: Today is All Saints Day.  Reflect on the people who taught you  to pray or are
perhaps still showing you what living a life of  prayerfulness looks like.  Give thanks for them and for
their lives.  Perhaps if  they are still living, give them a call, send a text or write them a note to say
thank you for the ways they encouraged your faith.

Wednesday, Nov 2
Each week, we are focusing on a specific line of  the Lord’s Prayer.  This week we focus on the first
line, “Our Father, who is in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

How does it change the meaning of  the opening line to read it in the modern translations of
scripture?  Does it matter that these perhaps seem more active that “hallowed be your name?”  How
is God’s name upheld?  In the book “Becoming the Answer to our Prayers” the story is retold from
Exodus 32 where “Moses reminds God that God has already branded this people. God’s name is on
them.  Their destruction will mean the ridicule of  God’s name…The predicament is clear: unless
these people are made holy, God’s name cannot be made holy.”  How do you contribute to making
God’s name holy (or unholy) in our world?

Our Father who is in heaven, uphold the holiness of  your name. (CEB)

Our Father in heaven,may your name be revered as holy. (NRSVU)

Prayer Focus:  One of  the great modern role models for living a life of  prayerfulness is Fr. Thomas
Keating who was known as one of  the fathers of  centering prayer.  Father Keating reminds us that
“silence is God’s first language; everything else is a poor translation.”  How can you listen be in
deeper relationship with God by working on being more bi-lingual in this way?  Sit quietly today for
10 minutes and just listen for what God might be trying to say.
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Thursday, Nov 3
In Rev. Shanna’s sermon on Sunday (you can go back and watch it here), she talked about names and
why names are important.  Depending on the situation, you might be called a variety of  names -
Mom, Dad, Grandma, Pop, Auntie, Sis, Beloved, Boss, Doctor, Mister - the list could go on and on.
Rev. Dr. Wilda Gafney has a list of  over 100 God Names and Divine Titles.  How many names for
God can you list and which ones do you tend to resonate with most?  Why might you use different
names depending on the situation?  Why does it matter?

Prayer Focus:  As your act of  prayer today, read oneof  Rev. Suzanne’s favorite scriptures, Psalm
139. The psalmist writes, “It was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my
mother’s womb.”  This is just one example of  many in scripture where God is described with
mothering images.  Today, pray the Lord’s Prayer by saying, “Our Mother, who is in heaven….”
How does that make you feel or change this prayer for you?

Friday, Nov 4 (and Friday email)
Today, you are invited to sit quietly and allow music to be your prayer.  In 2020 for Community’s
election day prayer vigil, former church member, Nicholas Simpson recorded a beautiful version of
the Lord’s Prayer.  As you listen, how does it make you feel?  You can find the link on Community’s
youtube channel here.

Prayer Focus: Set a time for 5 minutes after the song ends.  Sit quietly and see what God might
have to say to you today.

Saturday, Nov 5
This Sunday will be week two of  our focus on the Lord’s Prayer.  We hope that you’ve found
meaning in the short daily devotionals and prayer focus’ that we shared together.  This Sunday we’ll
examine the next line of  the prayer, “Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our sins as we
forgive those who sin against us.”  That’s how we pray it at Park Hill Christian.  Our siblings at
Community Christian Church say, “Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we
forgive our debtors.”  Why the difference?  Does it matter?  What are we to do with the differences?
Might you swap the language to see how it feels to your spirit or how it changes the prayer for you?

Prayer Focus: Read our scripture for Sunday’s worship - Matthew 18.15-22.  How does this story
impact how you pray the prayer?  What questions does it raise for you?

https://youtu.be/MdCEtxENQdo
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+18.15-22&version=CEB;MSG
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Resource List for Webpage
“The Greatest Prayer: Rediscovering the Revolutionary Message of  The Lord’s Prayer”

~ John Dominic Crossan @2010
“The Lord’s Prayer: The Meaning and Power of  the Prayer Jesus Taught”

~Adam Hamilton @2021
“Becoming the Answer to Our Prayers: Prayer for Ordinary Radicals”

~ Shane Claiborne and Jonathon Wilson-Hartgrove @2008
“A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church”

~Wilda C. Gafney @2021


